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the Salisbury and Exeter were dismasted in a
storm, and were obliged to put into Lisbon to
repair damages. Matthews continued his voyage
with the Lyon and the Shoreham to St. Augustine's
Bay. He found no pirate ships there at the time,
and good policy demanded that he should await
the Salisbury and the Exeter. Instead of doing
so, he continued his voyage to Bombay, where he
arrived on the 27th September. Before leaving,
he entrusted to the natives of St. Augustine's Bay
a letter for Captain Cockburn, of the Salisbury, in
which a number of particulars were given of the
squadron. The proceeding was so ill-advised and
so well calculated to defeat the object of the
squadron's coming into Indian waters, that it was
believed in the squadron that Matthews had done
it purposely to put the pirates on their guard.
Whether this was his intention or not, it serves
to show the opinion held of him by those under
his command. Soon after Matthews7 departure,
Taylor and La Buze reached St. Augustine's Bay,
read the letter, and sailed at once for Fort Dauphin,
in the south-eastern end of Madagascar. The
Salisbury and Exeter arrived soon afterwards, and
getting no news either of Matthews or the pirates,